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[Contributions in the form of notes or discussions should be sent to John A. 
Scott, Northwestern University, Evanston, 111.] 



ILIAD r 24 
m T€ Xaov €xa.fn) fuyaXfff tin vdfuiri Kvpcra^. 
Apollon. lex. H., p. 754, records the observation of Aristarchus that in 
Homer o-oijua invariably refers to a dead body, while Eustathius in his note to 
the verse I have quoted gives the counter argument that a lion will never 
touch a body found already dead, thus forcing a contradiction between Homer 
and Aristarchus, or showing the ignorance of Homer in regard to lions. A 
reconciliation has been attempted by practically all commentators. Of 
these I select two as typical: Naegelsbach, "Unter o-u/ui, welches der Dichter 
nur vom todten Leibe braucht, denken wir uns ein vor kurzem angeschossenes, 
eben verendetes Thier. Derin die Situation ist einer noch andauemden 
Jagd entlehnt. So lost sich das alte Bedenken, dass der Lowe kein Aas fresse. " 
The accepted theory is well expressed by Professor Sterrett in his note to the 
passage in question: "When not in captivity the lion eats only fresh meat 
recently killed by himself, not what he finds dead. But here he lights upon 
a stag or goat just kiUed by hunters and, driven by his hunger, he seizes and 
devours it in spite of dogs and huntsmen. The lion was not native to Greece 
and Ionia, and Homer may have been ignorant of its habits." Mr. John T. 
McCutcheOn {In Africa, Bobbs-Merrill, Indianapolis, 1910), gives with 
knowledge from personal experience the methods of hunting African lions, two 
of which (pp. 327 ff.) consist in using the dead bodies of animals to lure the 
animal within range of a concealed hunter. He repeatedly shot Uons or knew 
others to shoot them which were devouring such carcasses. Mr. McCutcheon 
assures me that he frequently knew of lions in their native haunts devoiu-- 
ing putrid bodies when an abundance of game was easily obtainable. It is 
very evident that in this case a criticism of Homer and Aristarchus has been 
built on absolutely false premises. The verse in Homer then means exactly 
what it seems to mean; dogs and hunters find the lion for which they were 
searching, but because of its hunger and joy in finding a dead beast it continues, 
heedless of them, to devour the carcass. John A. Scott 



CAESAR E.G. m. 22 

Cum sexcentis devotis quos iUi soldurios appellant quorum haec est condicio uti 
omnibus in vita commodis una cum iis fruantur quorum se amicitiae dediderint, si 
quid his per vim accidat, aut eimdem casum una ferant aut sibi mortem consciscant: 
neque adhuc hominum memoria repertus est quisquam qui eo interfecto cuius se 
amicitiae devovisset, mori recusaret. 

This account of the soldurii is especially interesting at present because of 

archaeological discoveries in the territory of the Sotiates, as reported in the 

press. 
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